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DEPARTMENT EOR NEA/VELIOTES AND AID/NOOTER AND WHEELER 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ECIN, US, JO, IS 

SUBJECT: JORDAN POTASH PROJECT 

REF: (A) AMMAN 3827, (B) TEL AVIV 4427, (C) STATE 137357 

1 . AS STATED IN REE B, WE BELIEVE THAT GOI AND DEAD SEA 
WORKS WHOULD BE PLEASED TO COOPERATE WITH JORDAN IN DEAD 
SEA POTASH EXTRACTION. WE DO NOT PERCEIVE A NOTABLE 
DEGREE OE HOSTILITY ON THE PART OP THE BEGIN GOVERNMENT 
DIRECTED ESPECIALLY AT JORDAN (AS SUGGESTED IN PARA 9, 

REF A), AND WE RELIEVE THAT A U.S. GOOD OPFICES ROLE 
ON DEAD SEA COOPERATION COULD BE AS SUCCESSFUL AS THE 
ROLE PLAYED BY THE U.S. REGARDING THE YARMOUK DAM PROJECT. 

DEAD SEA COOPERATION IS A STRAIGHT GOI-GOJ BILATERAL 

ISSUE, WITHOUT SUBJECTS SUCH AS THE PUTURE OP 

THE WEST BANK TO COMPLICATE DISCUSSIONS, AND WE BELIEVE 

THAT THE ISRAELI S WOULD BE QUITE WILLING TO FOLLOW UP 

THE JORDANIAN PROPOSAL. AS EOR SECRECY, ALTHOUGH THE 

MAQARIN TALKS HAVE SHOWN THAT LEAKS CAN BE AVOIDED, IT 

WOULD BE MORE DIPFICULT IN THIS CASE BECAUSE OP THE 

NECESSARY INVOLVEMENT OF WORKING LEVEL PERSONNEL ON BOTH SIDES. 
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2. THE GOI WOULD VERY MUCH PREPER TO BASE GOI-GOJ DEAD 
SEA COOPERATION ON DIRECT CONTACTS, BUT PROBABLY 
REALISTICALLY RECOGNIZES THAT THIS IS NOT CURRENTLY IN 
THE CARDS. NONETHELESS, DUE TO THE HIGHLY TECHNICAL 
NATURE OF THIS FORM OF COOPERATION, THE GOI WOULD BE 
LIKELY TO EXPECT THE U.S. CONTRACTOR OP THE GOJ TO BE 
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IN CONTACT WITH ISRAELI OFFICIALS AND EXPERTS OF THE 
DEAD SEA WORKS. (WE NOTE THAT VARDI OF TAHAL RECENTLY 
VISITED HARZA IN CHICAGO, AND HE TERMED HIS DISCUSSIONS 
ON THE MAJARIN DAM AS VERY USEFUL AND INFORMATIVE. HIS 
FAVORABLE VIEW SHOULD BE SEEN 

AS INDICATIVE OF FUTURE ISRAELI INTEREST IN THIS FORM OF 
RELATIONSHIP.) 

3. SHOULD THE U.S. DECIDE TO ACCEPT A ROLE AS INTERMEDIARY 
ON DEAD SEA COOPERATION, AND AFTER AN OFFICIAL 

REQUEST FROM THE GOJ TO EMBASSY AMMAN, WE WOULD SUGGEST 
AN INITIAL APPROACH HERE TO MOSHE ALON, DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF THE MFA (AND OUR MAIN CONTACT ON THE MAQARIN 
DAM), TO CONVEY THE JORDANIAN INTEREST INSOME FORM OF 
DEAD SEA COOPERATION AND OUR WILLING NESS TO PROVIDE 
INFORMAL GOOD OFFICES. FOLLOWING THIS GENERAL FIRST 
APPROACH TO THE GOI, AND ASSUMING A FAVORABLE GOI 
RESPONSE, WE COULD FOLLOW UP WITH THE GOJ'S IDEAS ON 
THE FORMS OF COOPERATION, COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIPS, AND 
THE CONTACTS IT HAS IN MIND. 

4. SHOULD WE GET THIS FAR THERE WOULD STILL BE SOME 

STIFF BARGAINING IN ESTABLISHING A COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN DEAD SEA WORKS AND THE JORDANIAN 
REPRESENTATIVE. DESPITE THE LARGE GOI EQUITY, DEAD 
SEA WORKS IS A COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE WHOSE MAIN INTEREST 
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IS USING KNOW-HOW TO MAKE MONEY. 

DUNNIGAN 
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